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INTRACRANIAL HAEMORRHAGE AFTER SNAKE BITE

Jodo Ans Kouyoumdjian, Faculdade de Medicina, Sdo José
do Rio Preto, Sdo Paulo.

The occurrence of intracranial haemorrhage after snake bite have been
described in a few sporadic cases all over the world. In Brazil one could find six
cases of this kind of complication, all as a result of bothropic envenomation. In
five cases the bleeding occured into the brain tissue (intracerebral haemorrhage)
and in one case was extradural with fatal outcome (table). Pituitary haemorrhage
had also been described after Bothrops jararacussu bite followed by acute or
chronic pituitary failure.

Systemic haemorrhage could occur as a result of defibrinogenation caused by
coagulant activity of the venom, but blood incoagulability would not necessarily
result in haemorrhage if the endothelial cells of the small blood vessels are
preserved. If the venom contained sufficient amounts of the haemorrhagins (which
damage the endothelial cells of the small blood vesselsi such damage, combined
with incoagulable blood would certainly increase the bleeding problem.

In four cases reported in Brazil there was blood incoagulability but at least in
one case (Kouyoumdijian et al.?) the clinical picture from intracranial haemorra-
hage started before it, probably caused by haemorrhagins.

The diagnosis of intracranial haemorrhage should be suspected in patients that
after having been bitten mainly by bothropic snakes become confused with ab-
normality at the level of consciousness and localized neurological signs. The
presence of haematoma should be searched for by means of a CT-Scan performed
as soon as possible.
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TEIXEIRA (3} | SESSO (4) SESS0 (4) BARROS (1) TEELY A (5) KOUYOUMDJIAMN [2)
YEAR 1943 1954 1954 18986 1880 1980
SMNAKE bothropic bothropic bothropic bothropic bothropic bothromsc
ACCIDENT (B.jararacal | (B.jararacussul (B.moojeni)
AGE — — - 21 G 13
SEX - — - miale make male
CLIMICAL hours 3 days 12 hours 4 days 5 hours
PICTURE —_ left left mental confusion] frontal headache] mental confusion
{time) hemiplegia hemiplegia unconsciousness | neck stiffness UNCONSCIOUSNEss
decerabrathon decerebratlion
ANISOCOra
Coma
COAGULATION | blood - -- blood blood late
incoagulability incoagulability incoagulabality blood
incoagulability
INTRACRAMIAL | intracerebral | intracerebral | intracerebral intracarebral intracerebral extradural
HAEMORRHAGE | haemorrhage | haemorrhage| haemorrhage haemorrhage haemorrhage haematoma
right parietal | right basal laft panetal right frontal left frontal
rucles
OUTCOME death death death right hemiplegia | normal death
aphas:a
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